* 


.. A 


SERM ON, 


PREACHED AT 


ST. ANDREW's, HOLBORN, 


ON 


JULY , 1798. 


Br CHARLES BARTON, M. A. 


RECTOR OF ST. ANDREW. 


LONDON: 


FRINTED FOR F. AND c. RIVINGTON, NO. 62, ST. PAUL'S CHURCH-YARD; 
AND THE WIDOW or J. ANDERSON, No. 62, HOLBORN HILL, 


ihe: 5, beneficial Proof of Patriotiſiu. 


TO THE 
MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY ASSOCIATION 


UNITED PARISHES 


ST. ANDREW, HOLBORN, ABOVE THE BARS; 
AND | 1 
ST. GEORGE THE MARTYR, 


WHO, LIKE“ DEVOUT CORNELIUS,” ARE CONVINCED THAT THE FEAR OF 
GOD 15S THE BEST ORNAMENT OF THE MILITARY CHARACTER, 


AND : 


« THAT RELIGION AND MORALITY ARE THE BEST SUPPORTS OF POLIFICAL: 
PROSPERITY,” 


THIS SERMON, 


PRINTED AT-THEIR REQUEST, 


IS INSCRIBED, - 


WITH AN HIGH SENSE OF RESPECT AND ESTEEM, 
BY THEIR AFFECTIONATE FRIEND, 


AND SINCERE WELL WISHER, 


CHARLES BARTON. 


St. Andrew's Court, 
July 1798. 


eee 1 


5 
7 
R 
* 
x 
* 
"> 


ILL IANS Koo > = 
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PRAY FOR- THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM, THEY SHALL PROSPER THAT 
LOVE THEE, 


PEACE BE WITHIN THY WALLS, AND PROSPERITY IN THY PALACES. 


FOR MY BRETHREN AND COMPANIONS' SAKE I WILL NOW SAY, PEACE 
BE WITHIN THEE. 


TAN is nothing which recommends religion 

more effectually to the approbation of men, than 
its manifeſt tendency to promote the preſent peace and 
proſperity of the world. — Our affections muſt be 
ſtrongly engaged in favour of that principle, which 
directs our thoughts and animates our endeavours, to 
procure and preſerve the happineſs of our country. _ 
We cannot therefore place religion in a more advan- 
tageous view, than by ſhewing that the great end and 
deſign of it is to eſtabliſh, that the profeſſors of it 
are obliged by the ſtricteſt precepts to > pray for The 
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peace of Jeruſalem.” The ſcriptures, indeed, have 
frequently warned us againſt the alluring temptations 
of the world, and have recommended conſtancy and 
firmneſs in bearing the afflictions and calamities of 


life; in like manner, the commander exhorts his fol- 
lowers to undergo fatigues and deſpiſe dangers in time 


of war, but yet the enjoyments of peace are propoſed 
to them, as the crown of all their wiſhes, and the re- 


ward of all their labours. The world is a ſcene of 
action and warfare, in which every good man will 
meet with enemies and, oppoſition; it is neceſſary 
therefore that he ſhould be guarded againſt the plea- 
fures and dangers of it; but for what end? hat he 
may conquer them, and obtain peace” at the laſt. 


The exhortation in the text, to . pray for the peace 


of Jeruſalem,” implies, that our concern for that 


peace ſhould be ſuch as to induce us to employ our 


beſt endeavours to promote it; for by prayer to God 


for his aſſiſtance, it is ſuppoſed that we make uſe of all 


the means in our power to procure the bleſſing we pray 
for; that of leading a peaceable life in all godlineſs 


and honeſty.” * Upon this view then, a concern 
for the peace and proſperity of our country is' not 
only a political, but a religious duty, The inſpired 


* 1 Tim. ii. 2. 
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author of this Pſalm ſeems to have compoſed it under 
a full conviction of this truth; and it was well calcu- 
lated to anſwer that end, by exciting in the minds of 
his ſubjects juſt ſentiments of public virtue. The 
contents of it very much favour the opinion, that it 
was intended to be ſung when all the Jewiſh tribes 
were aſſembled at Jeruſalem to pay their worſhip at the 
appointed feſtivals. 


This period, (when their minds were not only diſ- 
engaged from common employments, but, by celebrat- 
ing theſe ſolemnities, were more particularly open to 
the impreſſions of religion,) was made uſe of by their 
inſpired leader. as the moſt proper juncture to impreſs 
on them a pious regard for the peace of Jeruſalem.” 


The ſolemn invocation of the Divine protection 


would be an effectual mean to obtain it, and the mind 


of every one muſt be filled with an undiſſembled con- 
cern for the proſperity of his country, which was the 
ſubject of an united addreſs to the Almighty ; for he 
who ſincerely prays for the happineſs of a ſtate, will not 
be very likely to leſſen or diſturb its felicity. The cloſe 
connexion alſo (in addition to religious conſideration); 
between their own private happineſs and the public 
welfare, juſtly repreſents it as their intereſt as well as 
duty to pray for the peace of Jeruſalem,” for this 

perſuaſive 
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perſuaſive reaſon, ** for they ſhall proſper that ove 
66, thee. . 


1 ſhall-endeavour to prove that we are under an in- 


di ſpenſable obligation to love our country, and ſuggeſt 


the moſt proper means by which this love may be 


moſt advantageouſly expreſſed. It would be ſurely an 


unneceſſary labour to attempt to prove that our coun- 


try has a juſt title to our eſteem, when the moſt ſelt- 
intereſted and abandoned: characters will readily allow 
this truth, I ſhall: proceed therefore to explain this 
duty, and the principles from whence our obligation 


ariſes to perform it. It is a common but true obler- 


vation, that all the benefits and privileges of ſociety, 
and every attachment we have in life, unite us to our 
country, and the moſt tranſient view will convince us 
of this truth. Is reverence and eſteem due to parents? 
Do we owe love and gratitude to benefactors? To 
our country theſe are doubly due, for from her they 
received the power of becoming ſo: by her their 
perſons: are protected and their property ſecured. If 
in our friends our hopes are placed, and our warmeſt 
wiſhes employed for their happineſs, ſtill on our coun- 
try's ſafety muſt depend their welfare. Have we any 
love for knowledge or for virtue, any deſire to ſerve 
our Creator in godlineſs and honeſty? Theſe are ſo 
many engagements to. promote the intereſt of that 
ſociety, 
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| ſociety, in which we are united; becauſe without 


ſociety and without government (which 'is the grand 
bond of union) theſe bleſſings cannot be ſecured to us. 
Civil government, and the due adminiſtration of law, 
are the ſubſtantial baſis whereon the whole world reſts; 
the univerſal cement which unites its parts together— 
without it ſociety could not ſubſiſt, and the affairs of 
mankind muſt be brought to confuſion-its voice is 


harmony and peace; its actions are juſtice and good- 


neſs it binds up the hands of falſehood and of wrong, 
and breaks down the inſolence of oppreſſion—it ſecures 
innocence and redreſſes injury; the greateſt fall down 


in homage before it, the meane/? rejoice in the bleſſings 
of its protection. 


Thefe are the advantages which we receive from 
government, with reſpect to our civil rights, We 
lead a quiet and peaceable life.“ It is the privilege, 
it is the buſineſs of civil government alſo, that virtue 
ſhould be effabliſhed by lat x, and ſupported by all 
proper ſanctions ; that religion ſhould flouriſh under 
the influence of its favour ; and that all outward en- 
couragements ſhould conſpire to make the ways. of 
duty, the ways of pleaſantneſs, and to engage 


mankind from admiring the beauty- of holineſs, to 


proceed and perſevere in the practice of it. 


Society for reformation of manners, &c. &c. 
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Without government and wholeſome laws, lower 
could we be ſheltered from the paſſions of men not 
reſtrained: by the principles af reaſon; and religion 3 
The dis jointed ſtate of miankind would make enmity 
an univerſal law, and: the liberty off doing miſehief 


would be- efteemed each man! prerogative. By ſub- 
jection: to law and government our liberty is eſta- 


bliſhed; and in the liberty: of ſuch ſubjection conſiſts 
the ſecurity. of our happineſs. Itꝭis natural, indeed, 
for men to be prejudicedꝭ in favor of that government 
under which they live; but we: have ſuch arguments 
to prove: the excellence of o, as requires rather a 
capacity of feeling, than any acuteneſs of err to 
apprehend it. 


We enjoy our holy religion in the greateſt purity, 
and under the mildeſt diſcipline. The conſtitution of 
dur government is wifely. framed. for the good of the 
whole people, and not to ſatisfy the ambitious views of 
a ty rant“. By our laws, our rights are ſecured to us; 

every 


* <© When we confider what prerogatives the crown has ſincerely 
renounced ; that in conſequence of the independence of the judges, 
and the trial by jury, iti is deprived of all means of influencing the 
ſattled courſe of law; that it has renounced, all power of ſeizing the 
property, or of reſtraining. in any manner whatſoever the perſonal 
I berty of individuals: we know not which to admire moſt, the 
* ic virtue of tholg. wha deprived, the. ſupreme. executive power of 

thoſe 


* 
every man under their protection may ſit under his 
*'0wn vine,” and enjoy the gifts of Providence, or the 


fruits of his own fkill and induſtry, without the 


danger of being deprived of them by the covetouſneſsor 
ee of a wicked 7221 | 


The very iſland we inhabit is in itſelf a valuable 
bleſſing, furniſhed with all the neceffaries of life, 
either from the benignity of nature, or the art and in- 
duſtry of its inhabitants. Thefe, and many other'ad- 
vantages which the time will not permit me to men- 
tion, prove moſt indiſputably the truth of the propoſt- 


tion, that we are under an indiſpenſible obligation to 


love our country, and ſhould' induce every Briton to 


unite in heart and hand to defend and preſerve ſuch 
ineſtimable bleſſings. And when was there a period 
in which an energetic expreffion of fuch attachment; 
and a ſtrenuous application of means to prove its ſin- 
cerity, was called for, with more imperious voice 
thun at preſent? We are threatened by an inveterate 
enemy, the pretended champion of morality and civil 
1 but the real * to all bay: no and decent age 


— prerogatives; the happy a of the Engliſh:go- 
vernment, which makes thoſe in whom the people; truſt ſo; faith». 
ful in the diſcharge of their duty ; or the ſolidity of that ſame go- 


vernment, which Can really, afford to leave to the peqple ſuch extent 
of  hhorty.” 


De Lolme, Chap, xvii. 
$ But 


(- 12 ) 

But let us not be ſeduced by this mockery of friend- 
ſhip, nor diſmayed by the denunciations of an adver- 
ſary which has to boaſt of a government (if it can be 
called a government) without law, religion without 
morality, and where the life and right of the ſubject 


does not depend on the due and upright conſtruction of 
the laws, but on the caprice of the temporary ruler. 


Our cauſe we truft is juſt, and we may look with con- 
fidence of ſucceſs to that gracious God of hoſts, who 
hath ſo often ſtretched forth his arm to fave us, if we 
aſk it with ſincerity, and hope to deſerve it by our 
conduct: Only let us fear the Lord and ſerve him 


in truth, with all our heart, for conſider what great 
things he hath done for us“. 


The means and method by which this love of our coun- 
try may be moſt. properly expreſſed, are now to be conſi- 
dered. That man truly loves his country, and beſt de- 
ſerves the name of patriot, who is ſolicitous to promote 
the beliefand practice of religion and virtue, Allthe hap- 
pineſs a nation can enjoy muſt flow from the goodneſs 
of God, and theſe are the moſt effectual means to obtain 
his favour and protection ; for though he has inſti- 
tuted the laws and orders of nature, which are fixed 
and unalterable, yet ſometimes Divine Providence vi- 


1 Samy, xii, 24.—Leſſon of the Day. 


ſibly 


(0) 
fibly interpoſes, and inclines natural cauſes from their 
apparent tendency to very different and unexpected 
events. The cruel envy of Joſeph's brethren brought 
about his advancement, and he acknowledges the over- 
ruling providence of God, when he tells his brethren, 
It was not you that ſcnt me, but God*.” 


The voice of reaſon declares that virtue muſt be 
pleaſing in God's ſight, and that a juſt Being will re- 
ward it with his favour, and conſequently that 
e Righteouſneſs muſt exalt a nation,” and crown it 
with proſperity, * whilſt ſin muſt be the reproach and 
% ruin of any peopleF.” But to thoſe (if ſuch there 
are) who are not thoroughly convinced of God's inter- 
poſing providence, but imagine that he leaves the 
event of things to the commoncourſe and order of na- 
ture ; even theſe may be ſatisfied that virtue has a na- 
tural tendency to promote the proſperity of a nation. It 
is a principle which extends to every ſation and cir- 

cumſtance of human life ; it will teach the prince how 
to govern, as well as the ſubje& how to obey, and 
therefore 1s recommended to them both by their com- 


mon intereſt, 


on 


If moral riglteouſtefs, het Preite of nattral 


reaſon, can ſo conſelledly tend to exalt a nation, how 


Gen. vill. 8 F Prob. x XIV, 34. : 
DJ MUCK 
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much more ſo muſt the improvement of ſuch morality 
by the goſpel? Religion is the ſoul of virtue, without 


which it muſt languiſh and decay. The welfare then 
and proſperity of civil ſocieties, as ſuch, depend upon 
the influence which religion has on the minds and 
manners of the people. The beſt method therefore 


which any one can take to expreſs his love and affec- 


tion to his country, is to lead a religious and virtuous | 


life. It were to be withed that men would ſeriouſly 
conſider this, and ſhow their public ſpirit, by employ- 


ing their utmoſt endeavours to promote the practice of 
religion and virtue. Upon the whole then, the lovers 


of mankind who are moſt deſirous of their happineſs, 
have nothing ſo much to wiſh and to endeavour, as 
that piety may flouriſh among them; and for every one 


of ourſelves in particular, the beſt way to be as happy 


as we can be, even here (beſides our hopes in a future 
ſtate), is to amend the faults of our tempers and lives, 
by the rules of religion; for it will be found, bad as 
the world is, that * the ways of wiſdom are ways of 
« pleaſantneſs, and that all her paths are peace“. 


We cannot be ſo blind to the preſent ſtate of things 
as not to acknowledge and bewail a lamentable corrup- 
tion of principle and practice. We ſee the ſacred 
truths of the Book of Life treated with lightneſs and 


* Abernethy, Vol. ii. Ser. ix. | 
* contempt, 


ut 


E 
contempt, and moſt impiouſſy and without ſhame 
called in queſtion ; the "moſt ſacred compact in ſocial 
life, the nuptial vow, is hardly kept inviolate by the 
prohibitory reſtraints of divine or human laws. With 


ſuch principles and with ſuch practice, how can we 


as a nation ED the al; eee 


We han ſeen 5 avck ſedition employing chi 
choiceſt engines in the promotion of anarchy and 


miſchief, but happily fruſtrated and ſet at nought by 


loyal and laudable exertions. We have acknowledged 
the ſad neceſſity of employing all the energy which 
patriotiſm and loyalty could ſupply, to impede and 
counteract the ſanguinary progreſs of rebellion, and all 
its dreadful attendants. | j 


Let us be wiſe in time; the judgments of the Lord 
are abroad in the earth; and he muſt be more or leſs 
than a man, who can reflect upon them without appre- 
henſion and diſmay. But there is a remedy moſt plea- 


fant in application, there is a preſcription of moſt aſ- 


ſured efficacy—repentance and reformation of manners 
are within the ſcope of every man's capacity. Let 
* us turn to the Lord with our whole heart, and put 
our unbounded confidence in his mercy ; ** through 


1 him we ſhall do mighty acts, and in his name ſhall - 


*« we tread down our enemies*.”—*<* For the eyes of 


* Pſalm lx. 12. 
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*« the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open 


*« unto their prayers ; but the face of the Lord is 
** againſt them that do evil“. 


Let us implore che Dirie goodneſs to pour down 
the abundance of his mercy on our moſt gracious Sove- 
reign, to direct his counſels, and proſper all his endea- 
vours to the glory of God and the happineſs of his 
people; that he may poſſeſs the hearts of 4ʃl hrs ſub- 
jects, that they may never be wanting in honour to 
his perſon, and dutiful ſubmiſſion to the laws ; that his 
reign may be long and glorious; and that all thoſe may 


proſper who love and * pray for the peace of je- 
ruſalem.“ | 


* 1 Peter ili. 12. 
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